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Protection of the 

rights of people with 

disabilitities for re-

ceiving medical  

services  

similar to other  

citizens by increasing 

the  

transparency in the 

usage of funds dedi-

cated for out of  

country  

treatment. 

originates from a British 

physician, John Langdon 

Down, who explained 

this syndrome in 1866. 

Considering some of the 

health problems that 

these persons can have, 

most of the people think 

that they are not capable 

of learning or under-

standing. People with 

Down Syndrome can 

understand and learn. 

What they need is our 

support.  

The question that now 

arises is how do we sup-

port them. The answer to 

that question is very 

simple; with just one 

smile and a hug, by 

making them feel part of 

the society, with moral 

support, which they 

need, and by integrating 

them as full members of 

the society.  

 

Not everybody knows 

about the chromosome 

disorder known under 

the name Down Syn-

drome. At least not un-

der this scientific notion. 

But if they are shown a 

photograph, most of the 

people would answer: 

“Ah, the mongoloids”, 

or “ah, these abnormal 

people” and lot of other 

wrong names. Exactly 

due to lack of knowl-

edge about this genetic 

disorder derive these 

wrong names. Therefore, 

in this article, we have 

given some scientific de-

tails and some basic in-

formation about this dis-

order. Down Syndrome, 

or otherwise known as 

the trisomy of the 21st 

pair is a genetic disorder, 

which occurs due to a 

change in the structure 

of chromosomes. The 

name of the disorder 

¶ Improvement of the level of medical treat-

ment for children with disabilities from the 

government institutions and existing mecha-

nisms. 

¶ Establishment of controlling mechanisms over 

the Ministry Commission, which makes the 

decision about people who get medical treatment 

out of the country. 

Children with Down Syndrome playing in the festival òPlay for Alló 
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Children with Down Syndrome wait in line for 

getting their cheeks painted 
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equal opportunities 

in the society for 

the community with 

Down Syndrome 

(DS) by respecting 

fully the human 

rights and diversity 

for each person 

with Down 

Syndrome and 

respect and 

solidarity for the 

effort and 

engagement made 

by the member of 

the family related 

to the improvement 

of the situation and 

development of 

people with Down 

Syndrome. 

The Out of Country Medical Treatment Program 

within the Ministry of Health was established 

based on the Administrative Order (health) 

7/2003 as a program of the government, which 

aims to offer additional medical assistance to 

citizens who suffer from diseases that currently 

can’t be treated in the Kosovo public health 

institutions  and who can’t pay for such 

treatments from their own funds. Since its 

establishment in 2003, the office for managing the 

out of the country treatment fund has received 

6,570 applications, from which 5,721 have been 

approved, while medical treatment from the 

budget of the office have received over 2,300 

people. The Out of Country Medical Treatment 

Program of the Ministry of Health for this year 

has had a fund of two million Euros. 

Out of Country Treatment Fund 

Over 1,800 children 

with disabilities are 

born in Kosovo dur-

ing a year. 

Most of them have 

severe health prob-

lems. 

Until now none of the 

children from this 

group has benefited 

from the Out of the 

Country Treatment 

Fund for patients.  

"The test of the morality 

of a society is what it does for its 

children." Dietrich Bonhoeffer   

PROJECT ACHIEVEMENTS  

After starting advocating 

initiatives about the 

transparency of the out 

of country treatment 

fund, DSK by holding 

regular individual meet-

ings with member of 

parliamentary commis-

sions for health and so-

cial welfare, commission 

for European integra-

tions, and the commis-

sion for human rights 

and equal opportunities, 

and the office of om-

budsperson, University  

Clinic personnel, 

the office for 

managing the 

out of the coun-

try treatment 

fund, the Minis-

try of Health 

(MH) has started 

publishing the 

names of people 

who have bene-

fited from this 

fund in website 

and media. 
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This newsletter is made possible through support provided by the United States Agency for International Development 

(USAID)  and  Institute for Sustainable Communities (ISC) through Kosovo Civil Society Strengthening Program (K-CSSP). The opinions 

expressed herein are those of the author.  

http://www.downsyndromekosova.org/

