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Project Goal:

Supposedly, Kosovo has
over 2 million inhabitants.
The average population
growth is considered to be
1,6%.

Although there has been no
census since 1981, based on
data from Kosovo institu-
tions and accepted by agen-
cies such as UNICEF, WHO,
Statistics Office and NGOs,
around 7% of Kosovo popu-
lation, or 150,000 persons,
are people with disabilities,
from which 40% are under
the age of 18.

Being influenced by stereo-
types that children with dis-
abilities (i.e. children with
Down Syndrome) are not
productive to the society,
representatives of health
institutions have neglected
this category of the society
also in cases when they have
made it in the waiting lists

Protection of
the rights of
people with
disabilitities

for receiving

medical
services
similar to
other
citizens by
increasing the
transparency
in the usage
of funds
dedicated for
out of
country
treatment.

Out of Country Treatment Fund

INSTITUTE FOR

Sustainable
Communities

SEPTEMBER, 2010

for the out of country
treatment fund, man-
aged by the Ministry
of Health.

This fund has a value
of 2 million Euro per
year. As a conse-
quence, there have
been fatal cases
among children with
disabilities due to the
lack of equal treatment
through the support
offered to Kosovo by profes-
sionals, organizations, and
state institutions; as well as
from the out of country
treatment fund.

This fund was created in
2003 and was enhanced re-
cently through an establish-
ment of cooperation be-
tween Kosovo and Turkey

Group of children receiving training on the Down

Syndrome Kosova Education Center in Prishtina

for treatment of patients.
According to officials of the
Ministry of Health and phy-
sicians in charge of signing
the decisions for treatment
out of the country, until
now, no child with disabili-
ties has benefited from the
out of country treatment
fund.

Project Concept

Through this initiative,
the organization Down
Syndrome Kosova is try-
ing to lobby to the Min-
istry of Health and to the
Parliamentary Comis-
sion for Health, Labor
and Social Welfare for
increasing the transpar-
ence in the use of the state fund for out
of country treatment of patients, by
promoting the rights of children with
disabilities for human and equal treat-
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11 600 applications

ment with all other citizens of the
country. This will be achieved through

i Achievements

the establishment of a commission of
11 members, where organization of
people with disabilities will be repre-
sented equally and in partnership
with the Institute for Protection of
Human Rights and Anticorruption,
supported by the Association of Pe-
diatricians and Association of Cardi-
ologists of Kosovo. This initiative will
ensure the overcoming of stereotypes
in the selection of patients that benefit
from the fund of the Ministry of
Health for treatment of patients out of
the country.
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600 PATIENTS APPLY FOR OUT OF COU

Only in the first semester of this year, in the Ministry of Health have ap-
plied 582 patients for treatment out of the country. The limited budget
makes the treatment of all applicants impossible.
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the country treatment based on different diag- available for sending patients out of the
nosis. From this number that have applied for  country for medical treatment. There-
this program during this semester, 69 of them  fore, due to the budgetary restrictions,
have been children between 0 and 15 years of ~ the Ministry of Health awaits support
age. During the first semester of 2010, for treat- from other donors, or through different
ment out of Kosovo have been sent 272 pa- agreements to be able to send other pa-
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Ministry of Health. Considering that the ond half of the year. Since the Ministry
budget for this year has been the same as the ~ of Health has no more money, that is the
previous, only 2 million Euro are available, only hope.
which have been spent during this semester Patients requiring out of country treat-
ment are usually patients with heart
problems, orthopedics and others.

Over 1,800
children with
disabilities are
born in Kosovo
during a year.
Most of them
have severe

Lack of funds limits

health problems. hopes of other pa-

Until now none tients.

of the children

from this grup

Project Achieven

has benefited i

After the start of the

Parliamentary Commission for Human Rights and Eq
Opportunities discusses about increasing the transp
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from the Out of
the Country
Treatment Fund

for patients.

advocacy initiatives for
increasing the transpar-
ency of the Out of
Country Treatment
Fund, Down Syndrome
Kosova through indi-
vidual meetings with
the members of the Par-
liamentary Commission
for Health, Labor, and
Social Welfare, Commis-
sion for European Inte-
grations and the Com-
missionf for Human

Opportunities, as
well as with the
office of Ombudsper-
son, with the Staff of
the Prishtina Univer-
sity Clinic and the
office of the Out of
the Country Treat-
ment Fund, Ministry
of Health has started
publishing the names
of patients benefit-
ting from this fund.

ency of Out of the Country Treatment Fund

"...by serving the in-
terests of the chil-
dren, we serve the in-
terests of entire hu-
man kind."

Carol Bellamy
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